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8«bj#ct: Grand Mufti Tightens Seourity Report Ho: rlb-1773 

Dete of ioforB«tion: current 

Place Acquired: Beirut, Lebanon Date Acquired: 26 December 1949 

evaluation: B-<2 Date of Report: 27 Deoewber 1949 

Source: / \ 


1. Source etetee thet Areb Higher Ccoaittee headquarters 1 a Beirut ere 
being reduced in else, end thet followers of the G rend Multi in Syria 
end Lebenon ere being lnfomed thet they oust prepare theaeeleee to 
work for the Mufti without pay* The Beirut office* ere being out 
free ten to four roost, end aost of the office equipment it now up 
for sale* 

2* Followers of the Mufti in Syria end Lebanon here received or ere being 
eent fore* whioh they ere a eked to eign end return to their local Arab 
Higher Cenalttee office , stating thet they will eerre the Mufti without 
W* 

3* Source etetee thet th>ee oloee to the Mufti realise thet thie le a 
•owe deeigned to shake loose a great Many people who pay lip service 
to the Mufti but *io are In reality a security haaard* The Mufti ie 
angry because there are too aany infc«ere — especially Israeli and 
British — in the ranks of his followers* Source says that the Arab 
Higher Coerittee is actually not short of aoney, but that this action 
is being taken as an accuse for attempting to tighten up the organisa- 
tion* 

4* Source says that thie "trick" is supposed to go a bit further} it is 
supposed to indicate to Israel and Great Britain that the Mufti's 
power is really on the deollne, whereas bs>< actually pl an ning to 
ride into greater power by helping Shukrf^W t^Tfrj to rf ' "* ** *<• M 
head of the Syrian goyernaent in the near future* 
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